North Shore AFL-CIO Federation of Labor
C.O.P.E Questionnaire

North Shore AFL-CIO Federation of Labor

3250 Euclid Avenue,  #250,  Cleveland, Ohio 44115  216/881-7200

(To be considered for endorsement,  you must return this form)

Name___________________________________Date____________

Address_________________________________Phone (home)__________
City/Zip_________________________________  Phone (Business) _________ 

Business Name__________________________   Fax Number____________  

Address____________________________City________________ZIP______ 

Party Affiliation  ____________________________________________

Office you are seeking  _________________________________________

Date Term Beginning  ______________________________________________

Do you currently hold an elective office?        Yes          No

If yes, which office?________________________________ 

List the most recent public offices you were elected to:

1)______________________________ From______________  To _________

2)______________________________ From______________  To__________

Education:  High School_____________________________________

College ___________________________________________________ 

Law School ________________________________________________

Outline Your Labor Background ________________________________________________________________

Privatization, Collective bargaining and Public Employees
Do you oppose the privatization or contracting out of public services?_________
If yes, are there any circumstances in which privatization is warranted?    

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Would you oppose attempts by those lobbying for it? ____.  How would you deal with the pressure to privatize by those who claim it saves money or that they need to shift emphasis and resources to economic development?​​​ ​___________
________________________________________________________________
Why should jobs which provide service to the public and are funded by tax money remain in the public sector and not be contracted out?_______________ 

Are you supportive of collective bargaining rights for public employees, whether they are state, county, municipal, school or court employees as presently outlined in state law?_____.  Please indicate any modifications or changes you believe should be made to this law.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Many labor agreements contain provisions for binding arbitration or conciliation to settle disputes between public employers and public employees. Some governmental entities automatically appeal any arbitration ruling to court if the neutral arbitrator award is adverse to the public employer, regardless of the merits of the case.  Do you support the concept of binding arbitration? ____. Would you oppose automatic appeals? ______

Have you ever been involved in an appeal of an arbitrator’s ruling to Common Pleas Court? If so, please explain.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prevailing Wage and Project Labor Agreements
When governmental entities contract for building projects, state law requires that the workers be paid the prevailing level of pay in that area for performing the work.  In Cuyahoga County, this rate is equivalent to the Union Rate. The State Prevailing wage law protects & mandates this rate.  What are your views on the state Prevailing Wage Law? Please indicate any changes you believe should be made to this law.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Governmental and private entities often enter into Project Labor Agreements with the Building Trades Council to ensure that new construction projects would be completed on time and built with union labor. Examples of projects built with Project Labor Agreements would be the Gateway Project, the Cleveland Browns Stadium, the Cleveland Clinic, and University Hospital.  Do you support or oppose the existence of Project Labor Agreements? ________ .  Please explain.
________________________________________________________________

Still another way to approach large projects is through Community Benefits Agreements (CBA’s) which can include specific benefits to the community as well as requirements that the work be union.   Would you support CBA’s that require the work be union as well as other benefits? _____.
Economic Development & Health & Human Services
How do you plan to promote economic development in the County?

What is your plan for job creation and preserving jobs in the county?

Cuyahoga County is nationally known as a model in the delivery of Health & Human Services.  They are a crucial safety net for families needing economic, food, & medical assistance & protective services.  What is your plan to preserve health & human services in the County?

What would you do to ensure that county employees be allowed to remain in their bargaining units?

________________________________________________________________________
The Living Wage                                          

The Labor Movement has long supported issues that help people who are near the bottom rung of the economic ladder.  Living Wage laws require employers who receive economic assistance from local governments to pay a living wage to their employees, &/or provide health care &/or not resist union organizing drives.  Living Wage laws have been enacted in cities & counties across the US with the support of labor, religious groups and community organizations.   Cleveland City Council passed a Living Wage ordinance in 2000.  Mayor Jackson contends   that unless Living Wage is enacted at the County level,  the city of Cleveland is economically disadvantaged and suburban cities are pitted against the core city for economic development.  This makes Living Wage legislation for our county more compelling than for other counties.  Would you support Living Wage legislation at the county level? _______.  Please explain your position.
Education
Public education is in crisis nation-wide.  In Ohio, the Supreme Court has four times ruled the school funding formula unconstitutional.   The economic crisis precipitated by Wall Street & de-industrialization has now hit the public sector.  As a result, our cities and our schools are in severe financial distress.    Even though the county has no official role in education issues, it is clear that Cuyahoga County cannot return to prosperity with public education in its current state.  In fact, in all the talk about regionalism, there is zero suburban support for regionalizing education. What are your views on how public education can once again fulfill the role of preparing our young people, rich and poor alike, for the kind of responsible citizenship that is a necessary condition of a healthy county and region?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Public Schools are funded primarily by property taxes.  The Tuition Voucher plan uses public tax dollars for private schools, which drains much-needed funds from public school students. This creates a loss of anticipated revenue for the public school system.   What are your views on tuition vouchers for private schools?

Would you favor the expansion or elimination of the Cleveland Schools Tuition Voucher Program? ___________________________.
Similarly, Charter Schools also take tax money out of the public system.  What are your views on Charter Schools?  In your view, is it appropriate to distinguish between types of charter schools (for-profit vs. not-for-profit)?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Sweatshops

Several governmental entities have enacted legislation preventing the purchase of uniforms et al. produced in foreign sweatshops. Do you support enactment of this type of legislation? _______.
Organized labor & other organizations have developed template language forbidding the purchase of sweatshop-made products and supported laws that  establish minimum standards for workers making products for them.  Would you support or introduce such legislation? 

Workers Rights 

Federal labor laws allow workers to organize unions.  However, some employers create a climate of fear and intimidation in the workplace to discourage unionization.  Elected officials in the Cleveland area have often helped workers  organize by writing letters, attending meetings or rallies, participating in Workers Rights Board hearings, and various other public demonstrations of support.  Please describe your participation in any such event or any way you have helped workers organize. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you be willing to publicly participate in events such as those outlined above to facilitate organizing? _______.
The North Shore AFL-CIO first adopted a ‘Workers Bill of Rights’ in 2002.  A revision is  attached.  Would you be willing to sign this document?  ____.  If so, please sign and return with this questionnaire.
****
Please indicate the reasons you believe that you are the best candidate from Labor's perspective and why it’s in Labor’s best interests to support you.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate why you believe the North Shore AFL-CIO should endorse you over your opponent(s).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The North Shore AFL-CIO is a non-partisan organization and looks at the candidate’s support of Labor issues, regardless of party affiliation.  Are you active in either the State or County Democratic or Republican Party? If so, indicate which organization(s) you are active in and the level of your involvement.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Supporting unions means holding events at organized facilities.  Endorsed candidates should hold their campaign events at union hotels and restaurants whenever possible.  We ask that all candidates check the North Shore AFL-CIO website prior to making arrangements for an event to make sure the facility is organized and not on the Boycott list.  Do you intend to hold your campaign fund-raisers & events at Union restaurants & hotels or have them catered union?____   If no, please explain:______________________________________________.
If endorsed by the North Shore AFL-CIO, will you indicate this endorsement on all your campaign literature?_______.
Do you plan to have your campaign literature and other printed items produced and printed by Union Printers?_____________
Do you or your spouse own or lease a foreign car? ___Type______________ 

Filling out this questionnaire has been a lot of work and time.   Please tell us why labor is important in our society and why [if only to justify all this toil] labor is politically important.  Use the reverse side of this sheet to answer. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------►

Please indicate the names of one or more AFL-CIO-affiliated Union Leader/s who would personally recommend your endorsement for the position you are seeking.
__________________________________________________________________________


NAME



                  UNION
             AFL-CIO DELEGATE CARD #
__________________________________________________________________________
 

NAME



                  UNION      
            
AFL-CIO DELEGATE CARD #
 __________________________________________________________________________
NAME



                  UNION
           
AFL-CIO DELEGATE CARD #
___________________________________________
DATE___________
             SIGNATURE 
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